THE  LETTERS  OF   KING  HENRY  VIII

of an amity indeed, there is no cause why they should in reason
refuse to assent to the same.

In the setting forth of which things, and beating into their
heads what advantage we have presently over them, (and that we
have greater advantages over them they do know,) how expedient
and necessary the conclusion of this peace and amity shall be for
them, we require you to employ all your good dexterities;
travailing also to beat out as near as ye may to what points they
will finally grow; and advertising us from time to time of all
your proceedings, upon knowledge whereof we shall signify our
certain pleasure further unto you as any occasion shall so require
accordingly.

The letters that follow show the progress of the negotiations
during May, and take us up to the moment of the signing of the
actual treaty on June 7, 1546, showing how very nearly, once
again, the whole thing came to an abortive end.

xix.To LISLE, PAGET, &c.

\Greenwich, May 9, 1546.]

RIGHT TRUSTY AND RIGHT WELL-BELOVED COUSIN, AND TRUSTY
AND RIGHT WELL-BELOVED, we greet you well. And let you wit that
we have seen your letters of the 7th of this instant, and by the same
do understand at good length your proceedings at this your first
meeting with the French Commissioners. . . . We have also
thought good to signify our pleasure unto you as followeth.

First, because in your last conference with them they seemed
to esteem Boulogne and that part of Boulognois which we have
justly conquered to be a thing of such small importance as
100,000, or at the most 200,000 crowns, might countervayle the
redemption of the same, and therefore did offer no more but
200,000 crowns for the redemption of that town and other our
lands; you shall declare unto them that, besides the great expenses
done by us upon the fortification and building of the said town
since the conquest thereof do declare to the world that we have
another estimation of it than they seem to have, we can be con*
tented, in respect of the weal of Christendom, and for the good